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Tēnā koutou Transport and Infrastructure Committee  

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the Life Jackets for Children and Young Persons 

Bill. Whānau Āwhina Plunket supports the proposed Bill. Strengthening life jacket legislation to make 

it mandatory that all people aged under 15 years must wear a life jacket while on a recreational vessel under 

six metres in length will help to support whānau to keep their tamariki safe.  

At Whānau Āwhina Plunket we have walked alongside families for 118 years and are privileged to support 

whānau in their homes, in their communities, and through our PlunketLine service. 

Our kaimahi routinely provide information to whānau on child safety and injury prevention, including water 

safety. A key water safety message we share with whānau is, “children should wear life jackets at all times; 

adults should set a good example by doing the same”.  

Currently, the national regulations for life jackets are weak. Life jacket use is largely at the skipper’s discretion, 

and there are regional by-laws which are inconsistent and confusing. 2025 Water Safety New Zealand 

data shows that 11 children aged under 15 years have drowned in a watercraft related incident since 2000. 

Furthermore, the evidence shows that wearing a life jacket dramatically improves the chance of survival for 

people of all ages. Of the 423 people of all ages who drowned in a craft-related fatality in the past 25 years, 323 

(76%) were not wearing a life jacket.  

Strengthening New Zealand’s life jacket legislation will align us with international regulations. United States 

Federal law specifies that all children aged under 13 years must wear a life jacket, and in Australia, several 

states require life jackets to be worn by people of all ages.  

Mandatory safety measures are common and effective. Car seat belts, bicycle helmets, and swimming pool 

fencing are all mandated by legislation. The evidence shows that legislating these types of 

safety equipment has contributed keeping tamariki and whānau safe.  

Strengthening life jacket regulation is essential, but life jackets alone do not keep children safe in and around 

water. Safe boating with young children means always keeping them within sight and in reach, and making 

sure they have age-appropriate water safety and water survival skills. Young children are open 

to adult influence; by normalising life jacket use in the early years, we are building the habit of a lifetime.  

We want all tamariki in Aotearoa New Zealand to get the best start, and strengthening life jacket legislation will 

support whānau to keep tamariki safe. Whānau Āwhina Plunket supports the Bill and recommends it 

progresses to a second reading.   
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